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1.  Lev;is  David  von  Schweinitz  (1780-1834): 

Moravian  Clergyman  and  Botanist 


The  de  (formerly  von)  Schweinitz  family  of  Pennsylvania  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina  has  made  so  many  important  contributions  to  American  religious  and  cul¬ 
tural  development,  that  it  is  hoped  an  enterprising  historian  will  make  a 
study  of  it  along  the  lines  of  Wallace’s  The  Muhlenberg  Family  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Adams’s  The  Adams  Family,  and  Hendrick's  The  Lees  of  Virginia.  The 


The  American  founder,  Hans  Christian  Alexander  v,  Schweinitz  (1740-1202), 
was  one  of  the  very  few  bona  fide  noblemen  to  settle  permanently  in  this 
country  before  the  Revolution  and  to  leave  descendants  here.  He  was  not  a 
Baron,  in  spite  of  the  statement  in  the  account  of  his  son,  Lewis  David,  in 
the  Dictionary  of  American  Biography.  But  he  was  of  undoubted  noble  stock, 
as  shown  in  the  long  account  of  his  family  in  the  Gothaisches  Genealogisches 
Taschenbuch  der  adeligen  Hauser  for  1904.  Of  Silesian  origin,  his  immediate 
family  held  the  lordship  of  Leubla,  in  Saxony.  He  was  a  son  of  Hans  Chris¬ 
tian  v.  Schweinitz  (1707-50),  Lord  of  Leubla,  by  his  wife,  Sophia  von 
Seydlitz  aus  dem  Hause  Ifaffendorf.  4  n  ,  A„  , 

1/1  ol  004 


Hans  Christian  Alexander  v,  Schweinitz  came  to  this  country  in  1770 
as  Administrator  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  (Moravians)  in  Forth 
America.  He  was  twice  married.  His  2nd  wife  and  the  mother  of  Lewis  David 
was  Anna  Dorothea  Elisabeth  (1754-1213),  daughter  of  Baron  Johannes  von 
Watteville  by  his  wife,  Benigna  Justina,  daughter  of  Count  Nicholaus  Ludwig 
von  Zinzendorf  und  Pottendorf  (1700-60). 


This  is  an  illustrious  connection  for  an  American  family,  both  histori¬ 
cally  and  genealogically.  Zinzendorf  was  much  influenced  by  Pietism,  his 
godfather  having  been  the  founder  of  that  sect,  Philipp  Jakob  Spener.  The 
Count  became  a  Moravian  Bishop  and  founded  colonies  in  Holland,  Esthonia, 
Livonia,  and,  in  174l ,  at  Bethlehem,  Pa,  The  v,  Zinzendorf s  anciently  be¬ 
longed  to  the  so-called  Austrian  Auostelfamilien.  i.e . .  they  were  one  of  the 
few  families  which  belonged  to  the  Lord's  estate  ( Herrenstand)  at  the 
accession  of  the  Babenbergs  in  the  Mark  (later  Duchy)  of  Austria  (lOth-llth 
centuries),  (Henry  E,  Schwarz  and  John  I.  Coddington,  "The  Social  Structure 
Vi  of  the  Imperial  Privy  Council,  1600  to  1674”,  in  Schwarz,  The  Imperial  Privy 
Council  in  the  Seventeenth  Century.  1943,  P.  400,  note  4,  where  the 
Tyrolean  noble  family  v.  Sinzendorf  appears  to  be  confused  with  the  Lower 
Austrian  noble  family  v.  Zinzendorf;  see  also  the  biography  of  Privy  Coun¬ 
cillor  Albrecht  v,  Zinzendorf,  Reichsgraf  v.  Zinzendorf  u,  Pottendorf, 

p.  390.) 
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Fortified  by  this  imposing  ancestry,  Ludwig  (or  Lewis)  David  von 
Schweinitz  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  13,  1780, 

He  was  educated  at  Nazareth  Hall  and  later  (beginning  in  1798)  at  the 
Moravian  theolo  -,'ical  seminary,  Piesky,  Silesia,  He  taught  at  Pie  sky  until 
1807,  when,  having  entered  the  ministry,  he  assumed  charge  of  several  church¬ 
es  in  Saxony,  He  was  a  skilled  linguist  and  had  a  deep  and  abiding  interest 
in  botany. 

In  1812  v.  Schweinitz  accepted  the  position  of  general  agent  of  the 
Moravian  Church  at  Salem,  P,  Ge  Pith  his  bride  (whom  he  had  married  May 
24,  1812),  Luise  Amalie  Le  Doux  (b.  at  Stettin,  Pomerania,  May  8,  1791,  d, 
at  Bethlehem,  Pa,,  Oct,  28,  I858),  whose  ancestors  were  French  Htiguenots, 
he  started  out  on  his  long  journey  to  his  native  land,  picking  up  the  hono¬ 
rary  degree  of  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Kiel  while  en  route.  After  a 
voyage  fraught  with  many  dangers,  due  to  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  1812, 
they  finally  reached  Pew  York,  and  proceeded  to  their  post  of  duty  at  Salem, 

Pine  years  later  ve  Schweinitz  was  appointed  Administrator  of  the  Por th¬ 
em  Province  of  the  Moravian  Church,  with  headquarters  at  Bethlehem,  Pa, 

He  had  already  studied  in  detail  the  Porth  Carolina  fungi,  and,  with  equal 
zeal,  he  now  set  to  work  to  study  these  plants  in  Pennsylvania,  American 
fungi  had  received  but  slight  attention  from  scholars  prior  to  this  time, 
Walter  R.  Johnson,  in  A  Memoir  of  the  Late  Lewis  David  von  Schweinitz.  P.D. 
(1835),  states  (p.  1?):  "The  beautiful  slopes  and  valleys  about  Bethlehem 
and  Pazareth,  the  romantic  banks  of  the  Delaware  and  the  precipitous  banks 
of  the  Lehigh,  all  yielded  up  to  him  a  tribute  of  his  hitherto  unexplored 
treasures" , 

Von  Schweinitz  founded  a  Moravian  church  at  Hope,  Indiana,  in  I83I, 

His  health  was  not  good,  and  the  severe  winter  of  1833-34  proved  to  be  too 
much  for  him.  He  died  at  Bethlehem,  February  8,  1834,  Since  his  death, 
his  family  has  been  known  as  de_  Schweinitz.  He  had  five  sons:  Edward 
William  (1814-1?);  Emil  Adolphus  (1816-79);  Robert  William  (1819-1901); 
Edmund  Alexander  (1829-87);  and  Bernhard  Eugen  (1828-94). 

Von  Schweinitz1  publications  included  The  Fungi  of  Lusatia  (1805; 

Latin),  The  Fungi  of  Forth  Carolina  (1818;  Latin);  and  scholarly  articles 
in  the  J ournal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  the  Transactions  of 
the  American  Philosophical  Society.  He  added  about  l4Q0  new  specimens  to 
the  catalogue  of  American  flora.  His  private  collection  of  plants,  the 
largest  in  America,  was  bequeathed  to  the  .academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Philadelphia, 


(To  be  continued) 
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(Continued  From  Yol.  12,  p.  5) 

2 ,  Bishop  Emil  Adolphus  and  Dr.  Emil  Alexander  de  Schweinitz 

Mention  should  "be  made  of  two  distinguished  members  of  the  North  Carolina 
branch  of  this  family.  Emil  Adolphus  de  Schweinitz,  2nd  but  eldest  surviving 
son  of  Rev.  Ludwig  David  von  Schweinitz,  was  born  at  Salem  (now  Winston-Salem), 
N.  C.,  Oct.  26,  1816,  and  died  there,  Nov.  3>  1879*  He  was  a  Moravian  Minis¬ 
ter,  Delegate  to  the  General  Synods  at  Herrnhut,  Saxony,  in  1857,  I869,  and. 
1879  (Vice-President  the  last  2  times),  Bishop  (consecrated  in  1*74),  and 
President  of  the  Governing  Board  of  the  Southern  Province  of  the  Church.  His 
son  (by  Sophia  Hermann,  vrhom  he  married  at  Nazareth,  Pa.,  in  184l) ,  Emil 
Alexander  de  Schweinitz  (born  at  Salem,  Jan.  18,  1866,  died  at  Washington,, 

D„  C.,  Feb.  15,  1904),  dean  and  professor  at  Columbian  (now  George  Washing¬ 
ton)  University,  and  director  of  the  biocheraic  laboratory  at  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  was  a  bacteriologist  who  made  important  contributions  to  our 
knowledge  of  bacteria,  tuberculosis,  disinfectants,  and  hy gienic  problems , 


3 *  Bishop  Paul  Robert  de  Schweinitz 

Rev.  Robert  William  de  Schweinitz  (born  Salem,  Sept.  20,  1819,  died 
Bethlehem,  Oct.  29,  1901),  member  of  the  Governing  Board  of  the  Northern 
Province  of  the  Moravian  Church,  was  the  3i'&  ^ut  2nd  surviving  son  of  Rev. 
Ludwig  David  v.  Schweinitz.  He  married  at  Herrnhut,  Saxony,  in  1846,  Maria 
von  Tschirschky  und  Bilgendorf ,  by  whom  he  had  6  children. 

Their  son,  Paul  Robert,  was  born  at  Salem,  N.  C.,  March  l6 ,  I863 ,  and 
was  educated  at  Moravian  College  and  Theological  Seminary  (A.B.,  1882; 

B.D.,  1884;  D.D. ,  1907)  and  the  University  of  Halle,  Germany  ( 1885-86). 
Ordained  a  Moravian  Minister  in  1886,  he  became  a  Home  Missionary  at  North- 
field,  Minn,,  1886-90;  Pastor  at  Nazareth,  Pa.,  1890-98;  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Moravian  Church  in  America,  1898-1930;  Treasurer  of  the  Govern¬ 
ing  Board  of  the  Northern  Province  of  the  Church,  the  Society  of  United 
Brethren  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  Among  the  Heathen,  and  the  Moravian  Col¬ 
lege  and  Theological  Seminary;  Delegate  to  the  World  Missionary  Conferences 
at  New  York  (19OO)  and  Edinburgh ,  Scotland  (19IO);  President  of  the  Foreign 
Missions  Conference  of  North  America,  1917-18;  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  that  Conference,  1920—22.  On  March  l4,  1937*  he  was  consecrated 
Bishop  of  the  Moravian  Church, 

Bishop  de  Schweinitz  was  active  in  other  fields  also,  being  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Society  in  1891  and  its  President  in 
1919-20,  President  of  the  Huguenot  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Vice-President 
of  the  Moravian  Historical  Society,  Trustee  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Bethlehem, 
a  director  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  National  Bank  there,  and  President  of  the 
Farmers*  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Upper  and  Lower  Saucon  Tovmships.  He  died 


9 


Vol .  12.  Fo.  2,  June  1QRR 


at  Bethlehem,  Feb.  g,  1940.  By  his  wife,  Mary  Catharine  Daniel  (whom  he 
married  Jan.  27,  1887),  he  had  4  children:  Karl,  Helene,  Dorothea  and  Louise. 


4,  Dr.  Karl  de  Schweinitz 

Karl,  Bishop  Faul’s  only  son,  was  born  at  Forthfield,  Minn,,  Fov.  26, 

1887.  He  received  his  education  at  Moravian  College  (A.B.,  1906,  L.H.D, , 

1932)  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  (A.B.,  1907 ) .  Since  1911  he  has 
had  a  noteworthy  career  in  the  field  of  social  welfare,  holding  responsible 
positions  in  such  organizations  as  the  Pennsylvania  Tuberculosis  Society, 

Family  Society  of  Philadelphia,  Community  Council  of  Philadelphia,  Philadel¬ 
phia  Committee  for  Unemployment  Relief,  and  Pennsylvania  State  Emergency  Relief 
Board.  In  the  field  of  education  he  was  Professor  of  Social  Welfare  and 
Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  of  Social  Work,  Univ.  of  Pa,  ( 1933-36 > 
1938-42)  and  has  been  Professor  of  Social  Welfare,  Univ,  of  California,  since 
1991.  In  that  yean  he  was  also  Chief  of  the  Social  Security  Mission  Under 
Point  IV  to  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of  Social  Affairs.  His  books  include: 

The  Art  of  Helping  People  Out  of  Trouble  ( 1924) ,  England* s  Hoad  to  Social 
Security  (1943),  and  Social  Security  for  Egypt  (1952;  Arabic  and  American 
editions).  With  his  2nd  wife,  the  former  Elizabeth  McCord  (whom  he  married 
Aug.  29,  1937),  he  published:  The  Content  of  the  Public  Assistance  Job 
(1950).  '  "  '  ~  " 

By  his  1st  wife,  Jessie  Logan  Dickson  (married  Oct,  4,  1911),  Dr.  de 
Schweinitz  has,  besides  a  daughter  Mary,  one  son,  Karl  de  Schweinitz,  Jr., 

A.B ,  (Dartmouth,  194l),  Ph.D.  (Yale,  1949),  who  was  born  at  Philadelphia, 

March  16,  1920,  and  in  1949  became  Assistant  Professor  of  Economics  at  Forth- 
western  University,  Evanston,  Ill.  His  special  field  of  study  is  the  theory 
and  institutions  of  economic  planning. 


5 ,  Dorothea  de  Schweinitz 

Dorothea,  daughter  of  Bishop  Paul  de  Schweinitz,  was  born  at  Fazareth, 
Fa.,  Sept.  5*  1891.  She  holds  the  degrees  of  A.B.  (Smith  College,  1912; 
Univ.  of  Chicago,  1926)  and  A.M.  (Columbia  Univ.,  1929).  Her  career  in 
social  welfare  work  is  as  notable  as  her  brother  Karl’s.  At  various  times 
she  was  Employment  Secretary  of  the  Y.W.C.A. ,  Few  York;  Financial  Secretary 
of  the  Travelers'  Aid  Society,  Philadelphia;  Supervisor  of  Vocational  Guid¬ 
ance  and  Placement ,  Junior  Employment  Service,  Board  of  Public  Education, 
Philadelphia;  Research  Associate,  Dept,  of  Industrial  Research,  Univ.  of  Pa.; 
summer  lecturer,  Univ,  of  Wisconsin;  and  President,  Vocational  Guidance 
Association.  She  is  the  author  of  Occupations  in  Retail  Stores  (1941)  and 
Labor  and  Management  in  a  Common  Enterprise  (1949).  Miss  de  Schweinitz1 
home  is  in  Georgetown,  D.  C. 


( To  be  continued) 
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6.  Bishop  Edmund  Ale  nan  de  r  de  Sphere  ini  tz 

Edmund,  Alexander  de  Schweinitz,  4th  but  3rd.  surviving  son  of  Rev.  Ludvig 
David  and  Luise  Amalie  (Le  Doux)  de  Schweinitz,  was  one  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  members  of  this  highly  distinguished  family. 

He  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  March  20,  1825.  His  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  Uazareth  Hall,  the  Moravian  Theological  Seminary  at  Bethlehem, 
and  the  University  of  Berlin,  where  he  studied  under  the  eminent  scholar, 
August  Meander  (a.  convert  from  Judaism),  who  lias  been  described  as  the 
founder  of  modern  church  history.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  in 
1846,  de  Schveinitz  taught  at  lazareth  Hall  and  the  Theological  Seminary, 
and  preached  at  Dover,  Ohio. 

Going  back  to  Germany,  he  was  married  at  Herrnhut,  Saxony,  on  Oct.  10, 
1850,  to  his  4th  cousin,  Lydia  Johanna  Amalie  (born  at  t-rausche,  Upper 
Lusatia,  Oct,  10,  1829 ,  died  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Sept,  12,  1866),  daughter  of 
Pranz  Ludwig  von  Tschirschky  und  Bogendorf  and  his  wife,  Wilhelmine 
Maximil iane  Luise  Marina  von  Schonberg,  and  sister  of  Maria  von  Tschirschky 
und  Bogendorf ,  who  married  his  brother,  Robert  William  (see  The  Pennsylvanian, 
vol.  12,  p.  9),  The  relationship  of  the  de  Schweinitz  brothers  to  their 
v.  Tschirschky  u,  Bogendorf  wives  was  derived  from  a  common  descent  from 
Count  Heinrich  X,  of  Reuss  zu  Ebersdorf ,  who  died  in  1711  - —  a  fabulous 
pedigree  for  an  American  family'  Through  the  House  of  Reuss  Edmund  Alexander 
was  a  4th  cousin  of  3uueen  Victoria,  and  his  wife  was  Her  Majesty's  3rd  cousin. 
They  were  also  more  distantly  related  to  Princess  Pennine  of  Reuss- Greiz  who, 
as  the  widowed  Princess  of  Schonaich-Carolath,  became  the  second  wife,  after 
World  V/ ar  I,  of  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II, 

Getting  back  to  our  subject  after  this  genealogical  excursus,  Edmund  A, 
de  Schweinitz  was  a  delegate  from  the  United  States  to  the  General  Synod 
held  at  Herrnhut.  It  vras  through  his  efforts  that  local  autonomy  vras  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  American  Province  of  the  Moravian  Church.  Eor  a  time  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  then  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  First  Moravian 
Church  in  Philadelphia.  (His  record-book,  preserved  in  the  Moravian 
Archives  at  Bethlehem,  reveals  that  the  writer's  paternal  grandmother  vras 
confirmed  by  him  in  IS58,  during  his  pastorate  in  that  city,  and  his  father 
had  the  honor  of  being  baptized  by  Rev.  Mr.  de  Schweinitz  in  1859.)  The 
Moravian  Theological  Seminary  was  tempo rarily  located  in  Philadelphia  at 
this  time,  and  in  1855  he  took  on  the  added  responsibilities  of  a  professor¬ 
ship,  the  few  students  attending  the  institution  residing  in  his  parsonage. 

He  edited  The  Moravian,  a  weekly  church  paper,  from  its  first  appearance  on 
Jan.  1,  I856,  until  his  resignation  in  I867. 
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After  a  brief  period  as  pastor  at  Lititz,  he  was  called  to  the  Bethle¬ 
hem  church  in  1864.  From  1867  to  I889  he  was  President  of  the  Moravian 
Theological  Seminary,  which  seemed  to  follow  him  around,  for  it  had  moved 
from  Bethlehem  to  i'azareth,  then  was  shifted  to  Philadelphia,  and  now  was 
back  permanently  in  Bethlehem,  De  Schweinitz  was  consecrated  Bishop  in 
18J0,  and  nine  years  later  was  elected  President  of  the  General  Synod,  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  church.  Ee  died  at  Bethlehem,  December  18, 
1887. 

Bishop  de  Schweinitz’  contributions  to  Moravian  history  were  consider¬ 
able,  His  published  works  included  sermons,  a  manual,  a  2-volume  biography 
of  David  Zeisberger,  and  the  first  volume  of  a  monumental  Eistory  of  the 
Church  Known  as  the  Unita.s  Fratrum  (188?),  which,  unfortunately ,  he  never 
lived  to  complete.  By  his  1st  wife ,  Lydia  J,  A.  v,  Tschirschky  u.  Bogendorf , 
he  had  4  children,  Louisa  Joanna  Elizabeth,  Bernard  Alexander,  George  Edmund, 
and  Benigna  Magdalena.  The  Bishop’s  2nd  wife,  whom  he  married  Oct,  1,  1868, 
Miss  Isabel  Allison  Boggs,  gave  him  a  daughter,  Isabel  Allison  de  Schweinitz, 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr,  John  I,  Ccddingtcn,  who  personally  examined 
the  records  in  the  Moravian  Archives  at  Bethlehem  and  the  public  records  of 
Eorthampton  County  at  Easton,  we  are  able  to  include  in  this  article  the 
following  abstract  of  Bishop  de  Schweinitz’  will  (Will  Book  11,  p,  89): 

To  my  children,  Louisa  Joanna  Elisabeth,  Bernard  Alexander,  George 
Edmund,  and  Benigna  Magdalena,  my  silver  and  plate  which  comes  from 
their  mother  and  maternal  grandmother.  To  my  beloved  wife,  Isabel 
Allison  de  Schweinitz,  2  silver  candlesticks  presented  to  me  by  the 
mother  of  my  1st  wife  in  I85O  at  Herrnhut,  Saxony.  To  my  oldest  liv¬ 
ing  son  at  my  death,  the  silver  knife,  fork,  and  spoon,  and  morocco 
case  which  belonged  to  my  great-great-grandfather,  Count  Zinzendorf , 
presented  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  my  1st  marriage  in  1850  by  the 
widow  of  the  late  Bishop  Stemgard,  who  received  them  from  the  late 
Count  Dohna,  grandson  of  Count  Zinzendorf.  I  direct  that  the  said 
knife,  fork,  spoon  and  morocco  ca.se  be  bequeathed  to  the  oldest  son 
bearing  our  family  name  and  they  shall  he  regarded  as  valuable  family 
relics.  To  my  nephew  Paul,  my  set  of  silver  communion  vessels  for 
the  sick.  To  the  oldest  Bishop  of  the  American  Province  of  the 
Moravian  Church  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  my  Ordination  Book 
and  the  Bishop  Book  containing  biographies,  autographs,  and  pictures 
of  Bishops  of  the  Church,  requesting  him  to  leave  the  said  books  to 
his  successor,  with  the  understanding  that  the  records  shall  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  all  time  to  come.  To  my  beloved  wife,  my  entire  library. 
(Other  bequests.)  Executrix:  My  wife,  Isabel  Allison  de  Schweinitz. 


Correction 

Vol,  12,  page  4;  Leubla,  in  Saxony,  should  be  Leuba. 

(To  be  continued) 
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THE  de  SCHWEINITZ  FAMILY  07  PENNSYLVANIA 

(Concluded  from  Vol,  12,  p.  15) 

7 .  Sr,  Margaret  de  Schweinitz 

Margaret  de  Schweinitz,  daughter  of  Bernard  Alexander  and  Ellen  (Lord)  de 
Schweinitz,  and  granddaughter  of  Bishop  Edmund  Alexander  de  Schweinitz,  was 
horn  at  Bethlehem,  Pa,,  January  11,  1891,  ana  received  the  degree  of  A. 3. 
from  Vassar  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  F0  Y. ,  in  1912.  Columbia  University 
awarded  her  the  M.A.  degree  in  1916 ,  and  from  the  University  of  Paris,  Prance, 
she  received  the  degree  of  Litt.D,  in  1925. 

After  teaching  in  a  secondary  school,  she  became  associated  with  the 
French  Department  at  Vassar  College  in  1920.  She  was  Chairman  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  from  1946  to  1950 c  In  the  summers  of  1929  and  1932  she  taught  at  the 
Ecole  Fran<jaise  de  Middle  bury,  Vermont,  During  the  First  World  War  she  was 
a  nurse  in  field  hospitals  of  the  French  Army  and  the  American  Fund  for  French 
Wounded  (1917-18),  Dr.  de  Schweinitz  became  active  in  the  American  Friends* 
Service  in  194l  and  in  1945-46  was  again  in  France  as  a  member  of  the  Field 
Staff,  She  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Language  Association  and  the  American 
Association  of  Teachers  of  French,  She  is  author  of  hes  Epltaphes  de 
Ronsard  and  Etude  Eistorique  et  Litteraire. 

8,  Dr,  George  Edmund  de  Schweinitz 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  family  in  recent  times  was 
Bishop  Edmund  Alexander's  younger  son,  George  Edmund  de  Schweinitz,  who  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  October  26,  1358.  He  was  educated  at  Moravian  College 
(A„B.,  I876;  A0M.,  1878;  L.E.D. ,  1920 )  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  (M,D. , 
1881;  LL.D, ,  1914),  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  from 
the  University  of  Michigan  in  1922  and  Harvard  University  in  1927. 

From  I883  to  1887  Dr,  de  Schweinitz  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine,  but  in  the  latter  year  he  took  up  as  his  special  field  of  study  the 
science  of  ophthalmology,  which  treats  of  the  anatomy,  the  functions,  and  the 
diseases  of  the  eye.  He  was  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  at  the  Philadelphia 
Polyclinic  (1891-94),  Jefferson  Medical  College  (1892-1902),  and  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  (1902-24),  becoming  Professor  Emeritus  at  the  University  in 
1924.  He  was  Consulting  Ophthalmologist  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital. 

The  Doctor  held  the  posts  of  President  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Physicians  from  1910  to  1913 »  the  American  Ophthalmol ogical  Society  in  1916, 
the  International  College  of  Ophthalmology,  Washington,  D.C.,  in  1922,  and 
the  .American  Medical  Association  in  1922-23,  He  was  Vice-President  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind.  His  societies 
included  the  Ophthalmological  Society  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Societe 
Franqaise  d* Ophthalmol ogie  ,  the  Societe  d' Ophthalmol ogie  de  Belgique,  and  the 
Academy  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otaryngology. 
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In  1908  Dr.  de  Schweinitz  entered  the  Army  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps,  and  rose  through,  the  grades  until  he  attained  the  rank  of 
Brigadier-General  in  the  Auxiliary  Medical  Reserve  Corps  in  1922.  After 
World  War  I  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  editorial  board  for  the  medical  and 
surgical  history  of  the  war. 

General  de  Schweinitz  wrote  extensively  on  ophthalmology.  His  outstand¬ 
ing  contributions  to  this  subject  were  recognized  in  1924  when  the  Societe 
Erancjaise  d* Ophthalmologie  awarded  him  a  plaque,  in  1927  when  the  Howe  Prize 
was  granted  to  him  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  in  1930  when  the 
Leslie  Dana  Medal  was  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  National  Society  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Blindness,  His  death  occurred  at  Philadelphia,  August  22,  1932. 

He  was  unmarried. 


9 o  Bernard  Eugene  de  Schweinitz 

The  youngest  son  of  Lewis  David  von  Schweinitz  was  Bernard  Eugene  de 
Schweinitz,  who  ms  born  at  Bethlehem,  Pa,,  August  l6,  1828,  and  died  at  Salem, 
N.  C.,  July  20,  1854.  Hollowing  in  the  footsteps  of  his  family,  he  entered 
the  Moravian  ministry.  On  April  15,  1£>52,  he  married  Marie  Ottilie  Goepp,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son,  Paul  Bernard  de  Schweinitz,  a  civil  engineer  at  Steelton, 
Pennsylvania. 


10.  Genealogical  Excursus 

The  pre-American  ancestry  of  the  de  Schweinitz  family  of  North  Carolina 
and  of  Pennsylvania  is  so  extraordinary  that  we  deem  it  worthwhile  to  include 
as  a  supplement  a  brief  genealogy  from  the  middle  of  the  l6th  century.  It  is 
based  on  the  von  Schweinitz  pedigree  in  the  Gothaisches  Oenealogisches 
Taschenbuch  der  adeligen  Hauser  for  1904,  pp0  780-79^ »"  and  the  Reuss  pedigree 
in  the  Stammtafeln  zur  Geschichte  der  europHischen  Staaten.  by  Prince  Wilhelm 
Karl  of  Isenburg,  1953,  Band  II,  Tafeln  1 6b,  17 1,  172, 

1.  GEORG  SCHWENZ  (  d.  1567 ) ;  Lord  of  Petersdorf,  Liebenau,  Stetzendorf , 
and  Muhlredlitz ;  m.  Margarets  von  Haugwitz9 

2.  ERIEDRICK  von  SCHWEINITZ  (1550-96?),  Lord  of  Mlihlredlitz ;  m.  (l) 

Helene  v„  Schwenkfeld,  (2)  Margarete  v,  Kreckwitz. 

3.  ABRAHAM  von  SCHWEINITZ  (  d,  1659);  Lord  of  Mtlhlredlitz  (which  he  sold), 
Kutscheborwitz ,  and  Covaleva;  m.  (l)  Anna  Maria  v.  Portugal,  (2)  Demuth  v. 
Bunau . 

4.  ALEXANDER  von  SCHWEINITZ ;  b.  May  25,  1625;  d,  Nov.  21,  1688;  Lord  of 
Xutscheborwitz  andHengwitz;  m.  l66l,  Maria  Elisabeth  v.  Rotenburg,  aus  dem 
Hause  Schoneich. 

5.  MORITZ  CHRISTIAN  von  SCHWEINITZ;  b.  Hengwitz,  Eeb .  l4,  1676;  d. 
Eriedersdorf ,  Upper  Lusatia,  May  2,  1739,  Lord  of  Seif f ersdorf ;  Master  of 
the  Horse  of  the  Mark  of  Brandenburg;  m.  Jan.  28,  1702,  Eva  Anna  Elisabeth 

v.  Schweinitz,  aus  dem  Hause  Krain  (b,  Eriedersdorf,  May  4,  1680;  a.  Herrnhut, 
June  28,  1747),  heiress  of  Eriedersdorf  and  Leuba,  among  other  places.  She 
belonged  to  another  branch  of  her  husband’s  family. 
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6.  HANS  CHRISTIAN  von  SCHWEINITZ;  b.  Leuba,  Saxony,  March  30,  1707;  d. 
Herrnhut,  Saxony,  Nov.  1,  17  ?0;  Lord  of  Leuba;  m,  July  4,  1736,  Johanna 
Sophia  von  Seydlitz,  aus  dem  Hause  Pfaffendorf  (  d,  Eerrnhut,  Oct.  15,  176l). 

7.  HANS  CHRISTIAN  ALEXANDER  von  SCHWEINITZ;  b.  Leuba,  Oct.  17,  17 40; 

d.  Berthelsdorf  bei  Kerrnhut,  Feb.  2 6,  1802;  came  to  America  as  Administrator 
of  the  Moravian  Church  in  North  America,  1770;  returned  to  Germany  with  his 
family,  179S;  m.  (l)  June  28,  1770,  Baroness  Maria  Theresia  von  Marschall  (b. 
London,  England,  Feb.  23,  1752;  d.  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  July  5 *  1775)*  by 
whom  he  had  2  children,  and  (2)  April  17,  1779*  Baroness  Anna  Dorothea  Elisa¬ 
beth  von  Watte ville  (b.  Herrnhut,  Saxony,  April  25,  175^;  d.  Niesky,  Silesia, 
May  10,  1813),  by  whom  he  had  5  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was: 

8.  LUDWIG  DAVID  von  SCHWEINITZ  (1780-1834);  see  pp.  4-5. 

The  family’s  descent  from  the  ruling  House  of  Reuss  may  be  summarized 
as  follows: 

1.  HEINRICH  XVI,  Count  of  Reuss  zu  Plauen  (1530-72);  m,  155^*  Elisabeth 
Brigitte,  dau.  of  Count  Johann  Heinrich  of  Schwarzburg-Leutenberg. 

2.  HEINRICH  II,  Count  of  Reuss  zu  Plauen  (1572-1635);  m.  (2)  1597  , 
Magdalene,  dau,  of  Count  Albrecht  VII,  of  Schwarzburg-Rudol s tadt . 

3.  HEINRICH  X,  Count  of  Reuss  zu  Lobenstein  (1621-71);  m.  1647,  Marie 
Sibylle ,  dau.  of  Heinrich  IV,  Count  of  Reuss  zu  Obergreiz,  of  another  branch 
of  the  family. 

4.  HEINRICH  X,  Count  of  Reuss  zu  Ebersdorf  (1662-1711);  m.  1673,  Erd- 
muthe  Benigna,  dau.  of  Count  Johann  Friedrich  of  Solms-Laubach .  Their  son, 
Count  Heinrich  XXIX  (1699-1747),  was  father  of  Count  Heinrich  XXIV  of  Reuss 
zu  Ebersdorf,  whose  daughter,  Auguste,  married  Franz,  Duke  of  Saxe-Saalf eld, 
and  was  mother  of  Ernst  I,  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.  The  latter’s  son,  Prince 
Albert  (l819-6l),  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,  married  Queen  Victoria  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  They  were  ancestors  of  the  present  Sovereign,  H.  M.  Queen  Elizabeth  II, 

5.  Countess  EREMUTKS  DOROTHEA  of  Reuss  zu  Ebersdorf  (1700-56),  m.  the 
great  Moravian  leader,  Count  Nicolaus  Ludwig  von  Zinzendorf  und  Pottendorf 
(1700-60). 

6.  Countess  KSNRIETTE  BENIGNA  JUSTINA  v.  ZINZENDORF  u.  POTTENDORF 

(1725-  );  m.  1746,  Baron  Johann  Michael  v,  Watteville. 

7.  Baroness  ANNA  DOROTHEA  ELISABETH  v.  WATTEVILLE  (1754-1813);  m.  HANS 
CHRISTIAN  ALEXANDER  v.  SCHWEINITZ  (No.  7,  above). 

8.  LUDWIG  DAVID  von  SCHWEINITZ  (1780-1834). 

For  centuries  all  of  the  sons  of  the  House  of  Reuss  have  been  named 
Heinrich,  each  distinguished  from  the  others  by  complex  numbering  systems 
prevailing  in  different  branches  of  the  family.  This  is  one  of  the  joys  of 

working  on  the  Reuss  genealogy  -  it’s  so  much  fun  remembering  that 

Heinrich  XVI  was  father  of  Heinrich  H  and  grandfather  and  great-grandfather 
of  two  Heinrichs  the  Tenth’ 
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von  SCHWEINITZ 

(Of  ancient  Silesian 
stock) 


KEUSS  (Nos.  1-2, 
Reuss  zu  Plauen;  No.  3, 
Reuss  zu  Lobenstein;  Nos. 
4-5,  Reuss  zu  Ebersdorf) 


1.  Georg  (died  1567)  1 

2.  Friedrich  (1550-96?)  2 

t 

3.  Abraham  (d.  1659)  3 

i 

4.  Alexander  (1625-88)  4 

t 

5.  Moritz  Christian  5 


(1676  -  1739) 

i 

i 

t 

t 

6.  Hans  Christian  6 

(1707  -  1750) 

t 

I 

1 

t 

7.  Hans  Christian  Alexander~m0 — 7 

von  Schweinitz  (1740-  ' 

1802)  T 


Count  Heinrich  XVI  (1530-72) 

t 

Count  Heinrich  II  (1572-1635) 

t 

Count  Heinrich  X  (1621-71) 

r 

Count  Heinrich  X  (1662-1711) 

t 

Countess  Srdmuthe  Dorothea; 
m.  1722,  Count  Nicolaus 
Ludwig  von  Zinzendorf  und 
Pottendorf 

t 

t 

Countess  Henriette  Benigna  ■ 
Justina  v.  Zinzendorf  u. 
Pottendorf  (1725-  ) ;  m, 

Baron  Johann  Michael  von 
Watteville 

t 

Baroness  inna  Dorothea 
Elisabeth  von  Watteville 
(1754-1813) 


8.  Ludwig  David  von  Schweinitz  (1730-1834);  Moravian  Clergyman 
and  Botanist  (See  No.  1,  pp.  4-5) 

(  de  SCHWEINITZ  )  ' 


r  «’  i  r 


9. Emil  Adolphus 
(1816-79) ;Mor~ 
avian  Bishop 
(No.  2,  p.  9) 

I 

t 

I 


Robert -William  Edmund  Alexander  Bernard 
(1819-1901);  (1825-1837);  IXigene 

Moravian  Paster  Moravian  Bishop  (1828-54); 

*  (No.  6,  pp. 14-15)  Moravian 

'  1  Pastor 

'  8 - -  (No. p.21) 

it  t  t 

r  t  i  J 


10.  Emil  Alexander 
(1866-1904) ; 
bacteriologist 
(No.  2,  p.  9) 


Paul  Robert 


(1863-1940) ; 
Mor.  Bishop 
(No.3,pp.9-10) 


t 


Bernard  George  Paul 

Alexander  Edmund  Bernard; 

’  (1858-1938) civil 

’  ophthal-  engineer 

T  mologist  (No. 8)  ~ 


1  (Social  workers)  *  ’ 

11.  Karl  (1887-  )  Dorothea  (1891-  )  Margaret;  language 

T  professor  (No.  7) 

12.  Karl,  Jr.  (1920-  ) ;  economics  professor 


sssbSM 


